NACUSAsf MEETING, Tuesday October 9th 2007, 7:00 PM 

At Nancy’s house

Attending: Herb Gellis (President), Joanne Carey (Secretary), Nancy Bloomer-Deussen, Sondra Clark, Dale Victorine, John Beeman, Lori Griswold and Monica Lynn. 

CPE Concert November 10th
Rehearsal schedule at Nancy’s house: 

1st rehearsal, Monday November 5th
2nd rehearsal, Wednesday November 7th
Miles Graber is coordinating the rehearsals this time.

Rehearsal Issues and Agreements with hired performers:

John introduced discussion about composers attending rehearsals of their music by stating that we should have a policy agreement with each performing group that composers would be allowed to attend one rehearsal before the final dress rehearsal, preferably the second. Herb reminded us that we pay for two rehearsals and a dress rehearsal in addition to the performance. We pay union wage, which is $75 “per service”.   

After some discussion, Nancy Motioned that composers be able to attend one rehearsal before the dress rehearsal of our hired group. Lori Seconded the Motion, which was passed unanimously. 

It was suggested that professional protocol for making comments or criticism about the way ones music is being played is to wait until the end of the piece or section of the piece, unless you are asked for a response. 

Herb reiterated that regarding agreements with our hired groups, in the future make sure we will request interaction between  the performing group and the composers. John added that we should also make sure the group knows that we will be making archival recordings and get their agreement on this. Nancy suggested that we try to set the first rehearsal earlier in order to have more time to make changes. She strongly advised that one of the rehearsals should be sooner than a week before the concert. Herb said that we can’t tell performers when to rehearse but we can ask them to go over the pieces earlier. It was pointed out, however, that professional players rarely prepare before a first rehearsal. 

John suggested that we discuss the quality of the last concert. He said that there were too few men in the chorus. Herb responded that this was a volunteer group and Nancy indicated that lack of male singers is common in community choruses. John said he also noticed some out-of-tune-ness; in all they were not up to our standards. Nancy added that her piece was too slow. 

The quality of previous hired groups was discussed, the excellent and the poor, along with ways of assuring that we always get the former. To this end Herb proposed that we add to our list of requirements that we have a strong preference to have the first rehearsal at least two weeks before the concert to allow for issues to be addressed.  

Hired Groups for Future Concerts

June 2008 - South Bay Brass 

Ten players comprise South Bay Brass. They include:

4 trumpets or coronets (all kinds of trumpets, flugelhorn…)

4 trombones (all kinds)

1 tuba or euphonium (all kinds)

1 horn

Brian Holmes is alternate horn for this group.

Herb reminded everyone that we could write for any combination of available instruments, with no obligation to include all of them.

Hired group for 2009?

Herb suggested we start thinking about what type of group we want to feature in 2009 now.   If we are interested in hiring a fairly well-known  group, such as Emily Ray’s Mission Chamber Orchestra or the Stanford Wind Quintet, we need to prepare far in advance.   

John remarked that we could and should have more influence with our CPE.  We should talk to them.  Herb said that the problem with CPE is that they are five people who live far apart and only get together for our concerts. Herb suggested we might find members for this group that are closer. Sondra said that Miles Graber, the CPE pianist, might need to drop out because of so much driving from Berkeley where he lives. Sondra also told us about a possible new cellist for us, Lana Grüen.   She was at one time the principal cellist of the Berlin Philharmonic and is here because her husband is doing graduate work at Stanford. We can hear her play at a Fortnightly Music Club Concert on Sunday November 11th, the evening after our concert.   Sondra said she would ask her if she is interested in working with our group. 

Meeting dates for next year - 2008

For our Composer’s Concert March 1st, the meeting was set for 7:30 PM Tuesday January 29th at Lori’s.   The submission deadline for this concert will be January 15th.

For our Composer’s Concert II on April 13th the meeting was set for 7:30 PM Tuesday March 18th at Sondra’s and the submission deadline March 3rd. These are provisional in the absence of the programming committee chairman Anne Baldwin. Our website will post updates. 

For the South Bay Brass concert June 7th 2008, the submission deadline was set for April 7th 2008 if this was acceptable to the brass group.  The meeting date will be decided later.

Meeting was adjourned around 9:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne D. Carey

Secretary of NACUSAsf

