NACUSA MEETING    9/23/05

Attending: Herb Gellis (President), Joanne Carey (Secretary), John Beeman, Lorie Griswold, Nancy Bloomer Deussen, Dale Victorine.

Meeting began 7:45.

GUITAR CONCERT

The meeting began with a discussion of strategies and operations for the October Guitar Concert. Herb described how the South Bay Guitar Society and NACUSAsf will “cross-promote” at each others concerts. At their upcoming concert on October 15th at the Le Petite Trianon, they will mention our concert and display our brochures. We will likewise display their brochures and mention them in our pre-concert announcements. 

Assignments for the concert were set:

Lorie, again, offered to take care of the door, along with anyone else who might be able to join her. Nancy will organize the refreshments. Sondra, who usually operates our score concessions, was not at the meeting.  

John told us that he could not attend this concert even though he has a piece on the program. His “Retablos” will be performed in Texas that night; since he received a grant for this performance, he has to be there. He offered his recording equipment and instruction on how to use it prior to the concert. Herb may tackle this; first he is going to ask Michael if he knows someone who could do this.  Nancy was concerned about getting a good quality recording and apprehensive about hiring someone whose recording skills we are not familiar with. 

Regarding rehearsals, Herb said he would contact Nurit, who has been organizing them for our recent concerts.   

Due to a minor shortage of guitar pieces by NACUSA composers, which will provide about 45-50 minutes of music, Michael will include other pieces by living American composers, among them a local composer Dusan Bogdanovich and himself.

For publicity, John suggested offering KDFC (102.1) two tickets to give away on the air.  All present thought this was a good idea. 

COMMUNICATIONS

Since we were doing the mailing while we were talking, some people (including me) noticed that their lists were outdated. Herb encouraged us to either update our list ourselves, or tell Owen about the changes, since it is quite wasteful to send announcements to the wrong address or to people who are no longer around. 

Regarding communications among ourselves, Nancy mentioned that people who are not able to connect to us via e-mail and the internet are still being left out. 

Perhaps apropos of that, Dale requested more parties.   

NEXT SPECIALTY CONCERT

Herb asked us if we would like to have our next specialty concert for harp, offering a workshop prior to the concert as we did with the guitar. Herb added that at the July SVAC meeting a local representative of the Harp Society said that they would ‘love’ to give us a seminar on writing for the harp. Herb indicated that he knew  a very good local harpist, Dan Levitan. Dale mentioned wanting to have a choice of accompanying instruments.  Since we couldn’t decide which one instrument to choose, Herb suggested that we could add it to one of our other concerts, either the Composers and Friends or the Fall CPE. Joanne thought this was a better idea than having a 5th concert just for the harp because we are not getting enough music,  Herb expressed concern that we might have trouble getting enough music for a full harp concert and wondered out loud if we were going to have enough quartets for the Ive’s Concert.  John assured him that there would be plenty of quartets.  Herb said he would send a reminder about the December 1st Deadline for that one.  Dale and Herb said they would like to have an organ concert. A discussion question will be put on the YahooGroups e-mail list regarding possible next specialty instruments.

As a possible venue for future concerts, Nancy told us that Ladera Church in Portola Valley has a very good Baldwin grand piano.  A concert featuring the harpsichord, with BDT in mind, was also mentioned.

In passing, Herb mentioned that he had just written a short symphony on Eastern themes for the HP Symphony which will be performed the first two weeks of November. 

Ive’s Quartet Concert, next June
Dale asked whether the selection committee would pick whole quartets or single movements. Those from the committee who were present said that creating a balanced program with the best music we have would be our goal.  Since we would most likely be offering the Ive’s more quartets than they can fit into one concert, John suggested that we give them guidelines for their selection. Herb asked how much music they were committed to learn.  Joanne said that they had agreed to about 65-75 minutes of music.  Herb thought it was 90 minutes. 

Joanne mentioned the possibility of adding another instrument to the quartet.  She will ask the Ives what other instruments they would feel comfortable including. Nancy expressed interest in writing a quintet.  Herb told us that including the piano on our concerts would now be more expensive since the PAAC will begin charging for piano tuning this year. 

BUDGET

Herb got the budget info from Anne prior to our meeting, since she couldn’t be here.  He said that we had $4,616, less current bill of $952.00 for the full season at the PAAC, and a small amount for postcard and related costs. The upcoming bill for the Guitar concert is  $1,000:  Michael ($500), Diana and Kathy (each $250).  That leaves us with about $2500 to cover the Ives Quartet.  So by June, we will have left only our receipts from our concerts. Nancy and Herb emphasized that grants would help. Herb said at the next SVAC meeting, someone would talk about grant writing. 

FUNDRAISING

Nancy asked if we were going to make a request for donations at our concert.  This reminded Lorie that we should make sure to send out our brochure and announcement to Michael. John talked about the ‘request for money’ letters that the San Francisco Composers Orchestra sent out.  He said that only about four or five people sent letters to friends and they got $5,000. He said they got together for a couple of hours and got the letters written and ready to go.  Nancy said she would come to a meeting to write letters, but not right away; in November she would have some time. 

DATES AND DEADLINES

Herb said we need to set the dates for the rest of our mailing meetings.  He had given us a sheet with the season’s concert dates and submission deadlines.

Mailing Meetings (now on Friday’s again):

· February Composer’s Concert:
Jan 6th, 2006 at Nancy’s 

· April Composer’s Concert:

March 31st at Lorie’s 


Submission deadline set at February 27th
· Ive’s Quartet Concert:


May 5th, at Joanne’s

John mentioned that we should remind people that composers whose pieces are being performed should show up at meetings. We decided to add the following statement to the submission form: 

“We are a community of composers and it is the policy of our chapter to give preference to those composers who have been active in chapter business, including meetings.  If people live very far from the meetings, we excuse them but expect them to make some contribution or get involved in some other way. “

Nancy helped with the phrasing of this statement. 

Herb said that our next CPE Concert date had not been set yet. He suggested late September or early October.  John said he would check with the SFCO dates so they don’t overlap.  The approximate submission date for CPE will be June 5th.

Nancy reiterated that she would like to have a fundraising meeting in November.

Meeting was adjourned, 9:30.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne d. Carey

Secretary of NACUSAsf

