NACUSAsf MEETING, Thursday May 17nd 2007, 7:30 PM 

at Lori’s apartment’s community room

Attending: Herb Gellis (President), Joanne Carey (Secretary), Anne Baldwin (Treasurer), Nancy Bloomer-Deussen, Sondra Clark and Dale Victorine.

Treasurer’s Report: Anne Baldwin

Anne reported that we have $4,612 in our coffer.  We will owe $1,000 to the San Jose Symphonic Choir for their upcoming performance of our music. This fee represents one third of the full choir price.  We will also pay a recording engineer $100 to record this concert.

Lori mentioned that her dues envelope was returned; thus her dues payment did not go through. She wondered if she sent it to the wrong address.  

San Jose Symphonic Choir concert
Silent Auction 

Herb said that no items have been collected yet, but Barbara Day Turner will again donate season tickets to the San Jose Chamber Orchestra Concerts.  

Nancy and Sondra discussed possible donation items.  Nancy said she would send out an e-mail to the group urging donations with complete instructions on what to do and when.  

Herb suggested that donating to the auction would be a good way for people who can’t come to our meetings to contribute to the organization. 

Contact with Leroy Kromm

Nancy said that she would send Leroy e-mail and ask how our pieces are coming along and ask him if we are supposed to supply any extra instruments required for the performance of our pieces.  In particular, Sandra I’lana Cotton’s piece requires two percussionists; a tambourine and a hand-drum according to Nancy’s best recollection, and I’lana does not want her piece performed without the percussion. Also, if a solo singer is required, Leroy does not pull them from the choir, so finding a soloist would be essential.  

Nancy told us that the choir rehearses on Monday evenings in a church in San Jose.  If you want to attend a rehearsal of your piece, let him know in advance, and he will tell you the best time to come. 

Nancy said that Leroy would be taking our pieces on a tour of California Missions after July 4th.  Sondra and Nancy asked for any good techniques for getting programs from concerts that you don’t and possibly can’t attend. Often the conductor, or group leader will offer to send one, but then forgets.  Programs are necessary in order to get paid from ASCAP or BMI.

Advertising

Herb suggested that we discount our admission fee via the weekly email feature provided by the website “Artsopolis” whose calendar we already use to announce our concerts. He said people who signed up for this feature get e-mail announcements and discounts through the site. Herb explained how this worked .   Lori needs to know the steps for advertising on this site and Herb said he would help her as he had been putting our information into their calendar so far himself. We could include a photo of the San Jose Symphonic Choir even though they do not advertise our concert (in which they are featured) on their website. 

Anne mentioned that she thinks the price of our tickets is too low. She felt $20 was too high but we are trying to stay with numbers divisible-by-5 because it’s easier to make change at the door.

Old Business

2008 Hired Group: Woodwind or Brass quintet

Herb’s gave the results of the vote between  a woodwind or brass quintet; the tally was 3 1/2 votes for woodwinds to 5 1/2 for brass.  

Dale asked Nancy how her piece fared in a recent ‘free’ performance by “Avanti”, a non-professional woodwind quintet.  Her response was that the performance in question was “OK”.  They seemed to like her piece however since two members asked her to write pieces for them.   After this concert, she inquired by e-mail if they would be interested in performing a concert of new music for a fee.  She has not yet heard back from them. 

Since the majority of votes favored brass, we discussed possible groups. The Menlo Brass, an amateur group of which Brian Holmes, Vice President of NACUSAsf, is a member, is an obvious choice. Members who had experience with them in the past spoke of a weakness in trumpets when the part was lyrical and melodious.  Herb said we could hire a professional group, but in that case we would need to shoot for June 2009 and be able to give them a firm date.  The Palo Alto Art Center will not book more than a year in advance.  Nancy mentioned that 2009 is too far in advance for “Avanti”.  She added that though they are not professional, they are very good. 

Sondra said she would contact the Mountain View Community School of Music about booking their hall in 2009 including the cost. 

Nancy said she would contact a trumpet player she knows about good quintets around here. Herb will inquire of Tony Clements, a tuba player/teacher of brass instruments who is in a quintet, and is the principal tuba of Symphony Silicon Valley.  In case we do need a date in 2009, Sondra will contact the Mountain View Community School of Music about booking their performance hall, which she said is excellent, for 2009. 

75th Anniversary of NACUSA in 2008

Herb suggested that a CPE concert with extra players, possibly strings, would allow us to commemorate the anniversary with  a ‘modest’ rather than ‘grand’ contribution.  He added that if we did plan something very special, we might get money from National to help with expenses.  Sondra asked what happened to PACO as an option for us? Nancy said she knew Ben Simon, the current director, and would ask him if they would consider playing our music and how much would they charge.  Herb told Nancy to offer $1500 initially.   Wanting to compare this potential fee with our past fee to the Menlo Brass Quintet, Herb asked Anne to look it up. She was able to find out that in 2001 we paid them $1000.  

Programming Committee

Herb announced that after contacting the C.P.E. group about participation on the programming committee, we would now only have NACUSAsf composer members on the committee. It has always been difficult to get C.P.E. members to attend because of time conflicts. Because of this change, we need  two new members for the committee, since Nancy’s term is up.   Sondra said she would fill in for Nancy. For a third member it was suggested we ask Nurit. Anne Baldwin, who was previously on the committee with Nancy, will be the new chairperson. All submissions should now be sent to Anne. 

New Business

Concert Dates for 2008

Sondra brought up again the idea of having second performances of our concerts at Brian’s church.  Herb responded that with the CPE concerts, we could schedule them the Sunday following the Saturday night concert.  For the 2nd concert they might accept a “service fee” of $75 since they already know the music.   He added that different venues would be fun and energizing. Anne, Sondra and Nancy all liked this idea.  We agreed to try to repeat the Fall CPE Concert (November 10th) at Brian’s church the following day.   He said he would contact Brian. 

Anne informed us that liability insurance with the City of Palo Alto is now $144 a year.

CD Production, labels and booklets

Herb said we need someone to make the program insert and labels for our concert CD’s which John Beeman produces for us.  Dale said he couldn’t provide this service any more; he was too busy at this time.  He said the booklet was tricky and Herb said we just needed a template to simplify this task. Nancy suggested putting out a call for a volunteer to do the CD production, labels and booklets and Herb said he would do this.  Herb also suggested that we could provide the materials, in which case we would pay $2 or $3 for each CD we ordered.  Those present didn’t like the idea and wanted to continue with our practice of individually providing blank CD’s and self-addressed envelopes.  

Dale suggested paying John Beeman something for recording all our concerts; even just a token of $50.  After some discussion, Herb asked if we should pay John.  I (Joanne Carey) motioned to pay John $50 for each recording he makes. Nancy seconded the motion.  The vote was unanimously yes.  

Summer Garage Sale

Nancy will be traveling in August so she offered to have the sale at her house in late July, possibly Saturday July 28th.   She will send out this date to see if it’s good for the group. 

Meeting was adjourned around 9:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne D. Carey

Secretary of NACUSAsf

