NACUSAsf MEETING, Tuesday May 9th 2006 at 7:30 PM at Nancy’s house.

Attending: Herb Gellis (President), Nancy Bloomer Deussen (Vice-President), Joanne Carey (Secretary), Anne Baldwin (Treasurer), John Beeman, Sondra Clark, Dale Victorine and Lori Griswold. 

Meeting began at 7:43 PM

Treasurer’s Report:

Anne reported that she received $156 in ticket sales from our last concert at Foothill Presbyterian Church in San Jose.  She also received a $50 donation from Dale giving us current assets of $5,524.  We will soon owe the Ives Quartet $2500, leaving us with about $3,000. 

Ives Quartet Concert:
Publicity:

Nancy met with the publicity manager of the Ives Quartet to find out if they would promote our June concert, in which they are the sole performers, on their website or otherwise.   Nancy told them that we hired them with the expectation that they would bring some of their audience to their performance of our music. (Note: if this was our expectation, it should have been stated). Their manager, Natalie Lui, said that, because they are a non-profit corporation themselves, they could only advertise their own concerts, not paid gigs.  We could, however, pass out our own flyers at their regular season concerts, one of which is this week in Palo Alto. 

John asked about opportunities to review their performance of composer’s works, and Joanne relayed the information she had already sent out: that they would provide these opportunities the week before the concert and would relay the schedule to me. 

Herb suggested we put an ad in Metro for $35.  All agreed that this would be a good idea. It was also suggested that we contact the “Mercury News" and the “Palo Alto Daily News”.  Nancy said she would call the “Daily News” and find out the cost of an ad in that paper. 

Silent Auction:

Herb reminded us that we had planned to have a silent auction at this concert and we need to start collecting donations of “new” desirable items, services and other donations from local businesses such as dinners, wine, tickets etc.  Herb suggested asking businesses that we frequent if they would be willing to make a donation for our “cause”. 

A description of each item along with its estimated value should be sent to me, (jdcarey@sbcglobal.net).   I will compile a list of items procured and announce this to the group.  

Herb said we have a new e-mail address to use for general announcement that covers every person who is a member of NACUSAsf:

members@NACUSAsf.org. 

Recording: 

John brought up the question of recording this concert, wondering if they have a policy on recordings of their performances. I agreed to talk to them about this and to request permission for at least an archival recording for our chapter and hopefully also permission to make some copies (perhaps for the composers of the performed pieces only) or use the recording for promotional purposes.  

Dale said that he recorded the April Composers Concert and that the finished product would be ready soon at which time he will make copies for those who send him a blank CD. 

Duties:

Duties for this concert were filled by the usual volunteers. Owen will do the program; all notes and bios should be sent to him. Herb added that we need someone (or more) to look after the auction items to make sure they are not taken; we did have a theft last year. 

Fundraising idea:

Sondra told us about a program called “E-scripts” through which part of anything that you buy with a registered credit card will go to a charity or non-profit group of your choice. 

Nominations for June 2006 elections:

Herb reported that he has agreed to continue to be president for another two years if no one wants to “run” for this office; Anne and Joanne have also agreed to keep at their jobs of Treasurer and Secretary respectively. However, Joanne’s two-year tenure on the programming committee is up and we need to vote for a new member. Joanne suggested having also an alternate or back-up person in case of very busy schedules. Nurit and Anne have offered to serve if no one else will. Nancy will move to the chairmanship of this committee and has offered to remind our group of the submission deadlines, the next one being August 1st for the Fall CPE concert.  John offered to assume the nudge (i.e. deadline reminder) role after he moves. 

(This summer he and Carla will be moving to Half Moon Bay. John has also offered to host a party once they are settled.)

Nancy will be stepping down as Vice President.  We need candidates for this office, whose responsibilities are to be in charge of membership, contacting and welcoming new members. New members names appear on a National Website, assess to which a password is needed. 

A discussion ensued over the difficulties of navigating our website. Herb disagreed vociferously and expressed his frustration that some members have “seemingly refused to learn the most basic skills of navigating websites”. I offered to help those with older systems or lack of experience. Dale also suggested it would be handy to have a single printable table of due dates for concert milestones.

Fall CPE Concert:

The Mailing meeting for our Fall CPE Concert on November 4th will be Tuesday October 10th. At the meeting we specified the 8th but we were looking at the wrong calendar.  We will fold in our Season Brochure with this mailing. 

Student Competition:
The winning piece of this competition will be performed on the Fall CPE Concert.  The deadline for entries was set at September 14, 2006, after a discussion indicating the students need time to work with their teachers.   Sondra said she would get the announcements out to teachers and other groups. The winning piece will be announced October 1st. 

Violinist needed:

We need a new violinist for this concert as Kristina has a scheduling conflict.  John said he would try to find one.  Herb said he would ask Barbara Day Turner for suggestions. 

The Ensemble for this concert is: Flute/Sax, Cello, Piano, Voice and Violin.

2007 Composers Concerts:

We decided to have next year’s composer’s concerts in early March and late April. Herb will try to secure date for these two concerts. 

Performing group for June 2007:

Last meeting we concurred that a choral group would be a good choice. Herb again suggested a subset of the San Jose Symphonic Choir.  He said they are excellent and may cost less than a big name choir.  Herb agreed to do the negotiations.  After some discussion on how many singers we would want, we settled on approximately 24, although some of us didn’t think we needed that many; the choir hired would know best what will work in that range.  We discussed trying to keep the cost under $2000. 

Sondra asked who would print the scores and whether the choir members would buy them.   Herb said he would bring that up when he talked to them and will find out how soon they would need the music. 

Sondra suggested a harpsichord concert ‘starring’ BDT.  The rest of us thought a solo harpsichord concert would not be as interesting as having BDT play harpsichord as a special guest with the CPE some time. 

Misc. Info:

Sondra asked if anyone had gotten e-mail from a Czech Orchestra offering recordings of composer’s works for a price.  She wondered if they were any good.  Nancy said she had one recording done and she was happy with it at a cost of $350 a minute. 

Garage Sale:

Our annual garage sale at Nancy’s was set for Saturday August 5th.  

We would like to state that we appreciate new members submissions and look forward to meeting some of them at future meetings and/or parties. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:47 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne D. Carey

Secretary of NACUSAsf

