NACUSAsf MEETING, Tuesday March 25, 7:30 PM at Nancy’s house

Attending: Herb Gellis (President), Joanne Carey (Secretary), Anne Baldwin (Treasurer) Nancy Bloomer-Deussen, Sondra Clark, Carl Schmidt, John Beeman, Dale Victorine and Jeff Dunn.

Treasurer’s Report, Anne Baldwin:

Anne reported that we have just over $5,000 in our coffers.  Since we have paid for the venue through June, the only upcoming expense is the South Bay Brass players. 

Composers and Friends II concert:

The Foothill Presbyterian Church handles just about all of the duties for this concert, including providing a reception afterwards.  We extend our thanks to Hubert Ho who has offered to do the program for us. John Beeman will record this concert for us again.  

Herb said that we could into the church around 1:00 PM the day of the concert.  John asked about a stage crew and suggested we try to reduce time between pieces.  He felt that there was too much ‘down time’ at our last concert. The availability of music stands is another question. Herb said he would consult with Jay, who is in charge of our concert, about a stage crew and stands, adding that it might be a good idea to bring a stand or two if we have them.  While church personal might perform a basic MC function, Herb and John suggested that the composers speak briefly about their pieces before their performance. 

Old Business:

Future dates - Herb said that we needed a location for our proposed May 8th mailing meeting. Sondra offered her apartment.

Election of Officers – Herb said that we need a candidate for Vice –President, especially if Brian, our current VP, is elected President. Herb said new member Monica Lynn who is currently a graduate student at UC Santa Cruz might be willing to be VP.  

Herb expressed the need for at least one new member for our programming committee.  Jeff Dunn said that he could do it and mentioned that he is also President of Composers INC.  Nancy said she would be too busy as she expects to be elected President of Pen Women. 

Cellist for November CPE Concert  – John Beeman said that he will ask Beth Snellings if she is interested. 

Labels and Booklets for NACUSAsf CDs. – John Beeman said that he would no longer have the time to do this job in addition to recording our concerts and duplicating the CDs for us.  He asked for a volunteer.  Jeff Dunn said that he knows how to do this and has the materials and software.  He asked what kind of cover we’d like to have.  Herb mentioned that we have our NACUSA flag logo, but we don’t have to limit ourselves to that.  Jeff said that he would e-mail a few simple covers for us to choose from. 

Karl said that his Epson printer could print directly on the CDs, but we decided to use the regular stamp labels. 

Postcards for next Season – Herb said we need a volunteer to do postcards starting next November for the CPE Concert and the Annual Card with our season line-up that we send out in the Fall as well.   Herb said that he prints four to a page on colored cardstock and then cuts them.  He said that they could be brought to Kinko’s for cutting.  The cost of this would be reimbursed. 

Silent Auction

Herb said that we need a manager for our silent auction in June.  We also need someone to create ‘placards’ and sign-up sheets for each item offered.  Herb has taken care of this in the past.  The ‘placards’ include:  title, original value, minimum bid and a description of the auction item.   Items can be objects of value, services, luxury items, tickets to events etc.  Carl volunteered to work on this and Nancy offered to lend a hand as well.   

Venues for 2009 to replace PAAC   

Although the Palo Alto Arts Center said that they would try to get an alternate for our 2009 concerts, Herb suggested we use this opportunity to explore new venues.  Several possibilities were offered by those present: Herb mentioned the Mountain View Community School of Music and Art, adding that we should find out the cost of renting one of their halls.  Carl suggested we look into the Unitarian Church on Charleston as well as performance spaces at the Cubberly site. Nancy mentioned First Lutheran Church on Homer and Joanne suggested the First Congregational Church at Louis and Embarcadero.    

Herb asked for a volunteer to inquire about Palo Alto venues, reiterating that we shouldn’t depend on PAAC personal to find alternates for us.  Nancy offered to call a couple of places and keep a list but said she couldn’t do them all and asked for more volunteers to share the load.  Carl and I said we would call a couple of place also.  Anne asked if we were interested in using Portola Valley Presbyterian Church, those generally assenting.   Herb recommended that we also inquire at area colleges, especially those where we have connections.  Jeff Dunn said he would look into Cal State East Bay near where he lives. Herb suggested that Brian could inquire about San Jose State University where he teaches. 

Herb reminded us that we need to ask CPE members about their availability next Fall so we can request a specific date (or dates) for these possible venues. 

Hired Groups for June, 2009 and 2010 – Final Vote

From e-mail returns, our choice for 2009 is a woodwind quintet and for 2010 a chamber group.  Now we need to find the groups to hire.  Suggestions for a chamber orchestra included the SFCCO (San Francisco Composers Chamber Orchestra) and the “Nothing Set Ensemble”.  Nancy remarked that the PA Arts Center is not a good venue for a chamber orchestra.   Herb suggested Foothill Presbyterian, where we have our  C & F II concert.  If we hired SFCCO, could we perform in their space, Goat Hall? Nancy asked John Beeman, a member of SFCCO, how big their audience is; John said 100 to 150.  Since we are talking about 2010, we can be a little flexible about the date.  Herb said he would get more info on the “Nothing Set Ensemble”. John suggested we think of a conductor who would be interested in doing a concert of our music.   How much would we have to pay for a chamber orchestra?  John thought at least $2,500-$3,000.  Nancy said she would ask Emily Ray, the director of the Mission Chamber Ensemble.  While it was pointed out that they are not professional, their level of playing is very good. 

Non-Agenda Items

Composer commissions - Nancy told us that a Nevada City composers Group that she is acquainted with collects money for a “commission fund” to help composers from their group write more substantial pieces.  She suggested that we could raise money for such a fund to help composers from our group.   Jeff suggested that the group for which the composer is fulfilling a commission match a percentage of the commission. While this idea had some merit, we did not consider it appropriate for the chapter to spend money to help a specific individual chapter member, so we decided not to pursue this.
As a final thought, Carl suggested that we somehow acknowledge the 75th Anniversary of NACUSA.  Even a small celebratory ‘happening’ would draw attention to our organization and might bring in a few more folks who are curious about contemporary art music. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:25 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne D. Carey

Secretary of NACUSAsf

