NACUSAsf MEETING, Thursday March 22nd 2007 - 7:30 PM at Nancy’s house.

Attending: Herb Gellis (President), Brian Holmes (Vice-President), Joanne Carey (Secretary), Anne Baldwin (Treasurer), Nancy Bloomer-Deussen, Sondra Clark and Dale Victorine.

Treasurer’s Report: Anne Baldwin

We made $400 on the last Composer’s Concert, while our expenses, which included hall rental, liability insurance, postage,  program printing and advertising,  were  $500.  We discussed whether the $40 Metro ad that we decided to use has brought us any new attendees. Ann and others seemed resigned to the fact that the audience is mostly our friends. 

Advertising:

Herb proposed that we could offer a discount for all tickets ordered online through “Artsopolis.”  

Herb told us that Photos usually accompany concert announcements on this website.  Brian suggested inserting a photo of the San Jose Symphonic Chorus, which will be performing our music.  Nancy asked why we couldn’t feature the composers instead.  We discussed the difficulty of getting a good group photo of the composers either on that concert or in general.  Dale suggested that we use the NACUSA icon to grab attention.  Others thought that a photo would be more compelling. 

 Composers and Friends concert II 
Herb reported that since the church covers the door and refreshments, all we need to provide is the MC.  Brian, our recent appointee for MC, told us that he won’t be able to attend that concert as he is obligated to attend another performance of his music.  

We discussed how many programs we will need for the up coming concerts, since we ran out at the last concert where 50 were printed up.  We all decided to err on the side of abundance and provide 75 programs for the foothill concert in April and 100 programs for the June choral concert.   

Silent Auction at June SJS Choral Concert

Herb reminded us that we will be having a silent auction for the June concert and we need a nudge to get people to collect attractive items as well as a coordinator.  Nancy offered to be a nudge and Herb said he would ask for volunteers through our group e-mail.  Regarding the auction items, Herb said that he would need a short description of the item and its estimated value by June 1st.

Herb mentioned that for items donated by businesses or organizations, it would be helpful to have a document that shows our tax-deductible status.  Brian suggested a “dummy” letter be drawn up for this purpose.  Ann said she would do that when she returns from China in mid to late April and would see that it was distributed through our NACUSAsf grapevine. 

The mailing meeting for this concert on June 16 was set for Thursday May 17th. 

Programming Committee:
Nancy’s term on the programming committee expires after June and we need a replacement.  Herb brought up the issue of CPE participation on this committee.  Since their representatives rarely show up at the selection meetings, he said he would ask them if they still wanted to be involved in the selection process.  If we do not have a CPE member then we will need another composer to participate.   Nancy suggested that Nurit might be able to do it.   Brian said he may volunteer and Sondra said that she could fill in a pinch.  Herb will send out a general message asking for volunteers to this post. 

Performing Group for June 2008

Herb reported that the on-line vote between hiring a brass quintet or a woodwind quintet was evenly divided. 

Nancy said she knows a woodwind group called “Avanti”; they will be playing a piece of hers at an April Fortnightly Music Concert.  After hearing the quality of their performance, she may ask them if they are interested in doing a concert of our music for a fee in June of next year. If their response were positive, she would ask what they would charge.  She mentioned that they do this after hours as they have day jobs as well.  Sondra was somewhat skeptical of the quality that we could expect from a group that was not ‘professional’. 

An advantage of hiring the Brass quintet, of which Brian is a member, is that they would be more flexible, allowing composers to write for any combination of their available instruments and players. 

A decision was not made at this meeting.  We decided to wait to hear from Nancy after the “Avanti” performance of her piece. 

Herb brought up an idea for discussion that he introduced previously and would like to consider again: to start collecting scores for a major group (perhaps a chamber orchestra) at six-month intervals.  He added that if we want a really good professional group we need to start writing and collecting repertoire over a longer period of time; the short-term score calls don’t give enough time to write ‘major’ pieces.  

Herb also mentioned the possibility of getting a grant to pay for a specific professional group. Brian added that there are grants out there that have a fast turn around.  

75th Anniversary of NACUSA in 2008

Herb reminded us again that Henry Hadley founded NACUSA in 1933, although the original title of the organization was “National Association of Conductors and Composers” (NACC).   He was also the first conductor of the San Francisco Symphony.  NACUSA National is encouraging NACUSA chapters to present commemorative concerts.  ‘National’ might provide extra funds for such a concert if it was special in some way.  Hadley was also a composer of primarily romantic music.  Herb proposed that we organize a performance of some of his music or include a piece on a program with other NACUSA composers, including possibly other chapters.  We chewed on these ideas for a while, but no decision was reached about what to do for this occasion.  Sondra said that she had just listened to several CDs of his music and had heard enough already.

Meeting was adjourned around 9:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne D. Carey

Secretary of NACUSAsf

