NACUSAsf meeting Wednesday, March 9, 2005 at 7:30 PM at Nancy Bloomer-Deussen’s house. 

Attending: Herb Gellis (President), Joanne Carey (Secretary), Anne Baldwin (treasurer) John Beeman, Dale Victorine, Lori Griswold, Owen Lee, Nancy Bloomer-Deussen and Brian Holmes. 

Herb asked those present to think about what day of the week we should meet to gain more attendance; another alternative would be to alternate between preferred days, which seem to be Wednesday, Thursday or Friday.

Treasurer’s Report: Anne Baldwin

Regarding finding out who has paid their dues, Anne said she had received our portion of the dues paid from the NACUSA National Treasurer, but no information on who had paid. She said she can consult a list of those who have paid their dues from a NACUSA website. 

Anne prepared a budget sheet from July 2004 to the present, which she offered to Herb. 

Anne reported our current funds to be about $4,900. This includes $500-$600 from an anonymous stock donation. 

Our last Composer’s Concert brought in $851 from the following sources:  


Tickets - $540


Refreshments - $41


Scores - $10


Gifts - $250  (two $100 gifts and one $50 gift)

The latter gifts were responses to the donation card we are now inserting in our programs.  

Anne reported that our costs are a bit more this year because the rental of the Palo Alto Arts Center is now at flat fee of $290 instead of the previous 20% of ticket sales. However, this fee does include the house manger.

April 10 Composer’s Concert #2

Herb reminded us that this concert at Foothill Presbyterian Church in San Jose is less work for us than our other Composer’s Concert because the church takes care of the publicity, ticket sales and refreshments. An emcee, Jay Jordana, is provided for us as well. We do need someone to be in charge of selling scores and CD’s and setting up for this. We get a cut of all proceeds as well. In response to John’s question about audience size, Owen said that last year it was about the same as at our concerts here in Palo Alto, but the audience is here a different group. Brian asked for a press release from Lori to distribute to his church in Campbell, First United Methodist, on Winchester near Hamilton. He again offered to arrange repeat concerts in this church, preferably when he has a piece on the program. This is a good way to get more ‘mileage’ out of the prepared performances. 

Herb said that the dress rehearsal would be on April 9, the day before the concert, in the church. Nurit will organize the rehearsal schedule. Herb said he might not attend this concert, part of the reason being that it is his birthday. 

Guitar Concert.   

Herb announced that the date for this concert would be Saturday October 29th. He has hired Michael Bautista from the South Bay Guitar Society (SBGS) for $500. Herb related that Michael Bautista is a versatile performer. Diana Tucker will be available for pieces that include flute; her fee has not yet been negotiated. The submission for this concert deadline will be August 1st. The mailing meeting for this concert will be Thursday September 29th at 7:00 pm at Lori’s apartment’s meeting hall. 

Discussion ensured over how to proceed if we don’t get enough submissions for a whole program. Dale suggested again that the guitarist might play pieces he already knows and likes. Someone asked if he could play pieces by members of the SBGS and Herb said that it was fine if they joined NACUSA first. Nancy suggested that we solicit pieces from other NACUSA chapters. All these ideas are viable.

John proposed that we add a soprano to the duo, giving composers a wider ‘palette’. Owen seconded the motion and it passed with no opposition. 

The question came up as to whether composers could write for just flute and soprano. Since this is supposed to be a guitar concert first, pieces that include guitar will have more chance of being performed. 

Other Concerts for the 2005-2006 Season

Herb recently came in contact with an early music group called Early Instruments Ensemble. He asked them if they would be willing to perform our music for a concert some time and they said they would. Another early music group for us to consider is Joyce Johnson-Hamilton’s Gabrieli West.

Herb asked those present if they were interested in writing for such a group and the response was about half and half. Dale thought we would need a workshop to gain some familiarity with these instruments that have much less range and limited chromatic capabilities. 

Major Hired Group:

We still haven’t decided on a major hired group for next season. 

Nancy reported that the Stanford Woodwind Quintet could not do it next year; to get them we would have to book them two years ahead. Our problem with booking performers two years ahead is that we can only book the Palo Alto Arts Center one year ahead. We would need to have the music written well in advance. Brian suggested the Menlo Brass Quintet, although we have used them before. Nancy proposed using one of the many piano trios in our area. Herb said we should keep in mind that our own CPE has a piano trio with it, thus giving composers that option. 

Owen talked to Megan Solomon who conducts the San Francisco Choral Artists, an a cappella group of fourteen singers. Daniel Hughes’ Choral Project was also mentioned as an option, although we have used them before. Owen also suggested a group called Brassisimo, a group of brass players. 

Since I had not contacted the Ives Quartet yet, we had no information on their availability. 

For those contacting professional performing groups, the question of how much money we can offer them came up. We paid Daniel Hughes and his group $1000, but he was dissatisfied and felt we should have paid him more. Herb suggested offering groups $1500 to start. If they’re very good, we might be able to offer more.  

*Herb reminded us to ask potential groups how far in advance they need the music. 

SVAC

Herb is stepping down as NACUSAsf representative to SVAC as of July 2005. He would like some one to take his place. Emily Ray founded SVAC and she will be its next president. The advantages of participating in this organization include:


Cheap advertising in the “Metro” ($70 for two ads) 


Presence and participation in the annual “Arts Panorama”

NACUSAsf named on their brochure and in their monthly calendar mailers

Anything else the SVAC comes up with in the future.
Commitment as a NACUSAsf representative would require attending meetings once a month at a location near the San Jose Airport. Herb will send an e-mail request for a replacement. 

NAC

Herb asked for a new representative to NACUSAsf National Advisory Council, but Nancy said that the chapter presidents are automatically board representatives. 

Nancy, who is Chairman of the National Advisory Council, gave us a summary of proposals that were discussed at the last meeting. These include:

Promoting NACUSA CD’s on the radio

Starting an official NACUSA CD series

Hiring a Grants Coordinator

Anne mentioned that NAC had distributed $600 to all the chapters and they wanted to know what we are going to do with it. Herb said that they are not fussy. He said we would be using it to pay for one half of our Guitar Concert.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:25 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Joanne D. Carey

Secretary of NACUSAsf

