NACUSAsf MEETING, Thursday February 8th 2007 - 7:30 PM at Joanne’s house.

Attending: Herb Gellis (President), Brian Holmes (Vice-President), Joanne Carey (Secretary), Anne Baldwin (Treasurer), John Beeman, Dale Victorine, and Karl Schmidt.

Pre-meeting discussion while working on our mailing list:  

Herb asked Karl, a new member and a clarinetist, if he would be willing to play member pieces in future concerts when needed. He answered that he would, adding that he could probably find a better clarinetist than himself. 

Dale said he had contact with a women’s choir called “Ladyesong”, directed by Mary Elizabeth Enman that would love new pieces that aren’t too difficult.

At 8:10 we began to tackle the agenda.

Treasurer’s Report: Anne Baldwin

Anne said we currently have $3655.54 in our treasury and we have paid all our hall rental fees through June. We will owe the choir $1,000 for their June performance. She mentioned that we would have to pay the hall fees for the November concert in August. 

CPE Concert November 10th:

· The submission deadline was set for August 6th.

· The mailing meeting for that concert was set for Thursday October 11. 

We decided to combine the Fall mailing meeting with the annual meeting as we did last year. Because of its central location, we hoped to have it at Nancy’s house.

· Selection committee member Anne told us that CPE representative Diana Tucker has not been able to come to any of the programming committee sessions; Nurit Barlev has been participating in her place. Herb said he would try to find out if CPE still wanted to participate in the selection of pieces.  

· At Herb’s and the attendee’s request, Brian Holmes agreed to be MC of the November CPE concert.

Duties for Composers and Friends Concerts 

John said he will do the recording for the March 3rd concert but won’t be able to do record the April concert. He added that we need someone to do the information booklet and labels since Ken Takara, who has been doing a great job on this, is leaving the group for the time being. John said he would send out an e-mail request for a volunteer to take this over. Dale offered to record the April concert which is usually also recorded by the First Presbyterian Church. 

For the March concert, Anne volunteered again to man the door and, in absentia, Nancy was asked to make her great punch.

SVAC Metro Ad for our concerts

The group voted at the last meeting to try the ads for one year, which are relatively cheap, although it is hard to tell if they are bringing more people to our concerts. We agreed to keep using them for the rest of our season. 

Silent Auction at June SJS Choir Concert

Herb reminded us to start thinking about soliciting donations or services from businesses or other venues that we frequent. 

Hired Group for 2008

Herb offered two possibilities:  a woodwind quintet or the Menlo Brass Quintet.  

For future June concerts, with more planning, we might try for an orchestra. For example, PACO (Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra), directed by Benjamin Simon, might offer us the opportunity to write for chamber strings or chamber symphony with added winds, brass and percussion.  We need to find out if this is at all viable. Joanne offered to call Susan Freier for a little heads up advice, since she knows him. Another orchestra to think about is Emily Ray’s Mission Chamber Orchestra and Brian agreed to ask her about it. However, all of these choices would require the music far in advance.

Herb suggested that since 2008 was the 75th anniversary of NACUSA, we might convince MTT (Michael Tilson Thomas) and the San Francisco Symphony to do a concert for us that included a piece by Henry Hadley the composer that founded NACUSA in 1933, and the first conductor of the San Francisco Symphony in 1911. Herb says that he knows MTT’s personal assistant. This concert could also include music from other NACUSA chapters. Most of us including Herb thought this was a long shot, but it never hurts to look into new ideas.  

We discussed the quintet ideas, the possibility of getting the Stanford Woodwind Quintet and the greater probability of engaging the Menlo Brass Quintet. Anne suggested that if the Stanford Quintet was unavailable to us, we could find a good ‘amateur’ group. John said we were beyond using amateur players; we need professionals. It seemed possible that we could put together a woodwind quintet from professionals that we know, starting with Brian Holmes, who is already a member of the Menlo Brass Quintet. We also have NACUSA member Karl Schmidt or a recommendation from him. 

If we needed to book one of these known groups more than a year in advance, this is not possible at the Palo Alto Arts Center. We might try the Mountain View Performing Arts Center or the performing spaces in the new buildings of the Mt. View Community School of Music. 

Herb commented that we don’t seem to draw larger audiences through engaging ‘well known’ performers; this was true with the Ives Concert. The only concert which seemed to be well-attended, based on the group, was the Blossom String Quartet.

We decided that for 2008, we would choose between the Menlo Brass Quintet and a woodwind quintet and offer the choice up to the full membership by vote.  

In closing, Brian again offered his church, First United Methodist Church, in Campbell, for second performances of any of our concerts. These would most likely be one of the ‘Composers and Friends’ concerts, where the composers either perform or otherwise provide the performers. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:25.

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne D. Carey

Secretary of NACUSAsf

