NACUSA MEETING    1/12/06 at 7:30 PM

Attending: Herb Gellis (President), Nancy Bloomer Deussen (Vice-President), Joanne Carey (Secretary), Anne Baldwin (Treasurer), John Beeman, Sondra Clark. .

Discussion of possible dates for our Fall CPE Concert:

Herb is currently polling CPE members for available dates, aiming for the first weekend in November.  He is steering our choice away from October 27th, the date of a concert in Stockton similar to our Composer’s Concerts, organized by member Max Simoncic. Max is proposing that NACUSA members participate in this concert, which will be held at San Joachim Delta College in Stockton where he teaches. In past occurrences of these concerts they have produced a CD of the concert and played it on a local radio station.

Herb said he will tell Max that we are interested and would like to hear more about it. 

Finding a date for the Fall CPE concert soon is necessary to save money on our liability insurance, according to Anne.  Our policy will cost only $155 if we can come up with a date before the Feb. 4 concert.

Treasurer’s Report: Anne Baldwin
Anne said that we currently have $3,631 in our treasury. This includes a $500 stock donation and another $100 donation.   

The Ives Quartet will cost us $2500.  That leaves us with about $1,100 plus projected receipts from three concerts ($500 from each, except the concert at Foothill Presbyterian which is usually much less), income from the silent auction at the Ives Concert (expected to be $300 to $500) and the summer garage sale (which earned us $580 last year). 

This leaves us with about $3,000 going into the Fall.  Costs for the Fall CPE Concert include $1,550 for the performers and $300 for the hall. Mailing and printing expenses for the year and our insurance will run several hundred dollars. That may leave us with an approximate buffer of $500.   

John asked if these figures include our dues, part of which the NACUSA National Treasurer should be sending back to us, along with an accounting of who has paid their dues for the current year.  Anne said that she got $625 in dues from ‘National’ last year; by her calculations we should have received $255 more than that. She informed them of this, but got no response. No dues have been received yet from National for 2006 so that amount would also be included in our bank balance.

The lack of accounting on the National Level of NACUSA handicaps our ability to run our Chapter.  We have limited ways of knowing who has paid their dues and we think they are not sending us the full portion of those dues that belong to our Chapter.  

These problems are due to the incompetence of the last treasurer (who has now left), and/or the mess he inherited from the previous treasurer.  NACUSA National is currently without a Treasurer.  Apparently they are not even cashing all their checks.  Anne told us that she sent a check last year for a lifetime membership, which was never cashed. 

Herb said he would write a letter to the President of NACUSA National about these issues.  He will ask him to send us an accounting and suggest (per Nancy’s suggestion) that we would like to pay our NACUSAsf Chapter portion of our dues to our treasurer.  Herb said that he would like to tell Kessler that we may detach from National Organization because we don’t get our ‘due’ share. 

June Election of Officers

Herb reminded us that NACUSAsf officers are up for election this June.  He hasn’t decided yet whether he would like to run again for President. 

Student Composition Contest

Sondra has been in charge of this but hasn’t been successful at getting enough submissions.  She said that she has looked up all the MTA Composition teachers and wrote a letter to each one, yet she got very little response.  She asked for help and ideas. Herb said he would post an announcement on our website. John suggested posting it on the Music Educator’s website.  Nancy suggested contacting piano teachers as well.  She said that many student composers don’t take composition lessons, they just write music on their own as she did when she was young.  Herb told Sondra to ask NACUSAsf members for suggestions – just send a message to the group. 

Sondra’s quartet will be performed by the Ive’s Quartet on Saturday April 1st at 2:00 at the Community School of Music in Mt. View (on San Antonio). 

2007 Hired Group

Herb asked for suggestions about what kind of group we’d like to hire for next year.  Nancy suggested hiring a piano trio; she said that there were some good ones in this area. Sondra suggested a choir, partly to bring in more audience; she mentioned “Aurora” as a possibility.   She also suggested inviting Dan Wood, a composer and member of “Quadra”, a horn quartet, to join NACUSA. He is apparently a very funny and energetic guy who would be an asset to our Chapter. Herb will be asking the membership to discuss the hired group possibilities via our email discussion group.

February Composer’s Concert

Nancy relayed that Lori had called her and asked how many ‘free’ student tickets she should print up.  Herb or Lori needs to poll the group via e-mail on this.  Lori also said she would be willing to help take money at the door. 

Composer’s Concerts in General

Herb brought up the question, are we programming too many concerts for the productivity of our group? Except for a few concerts including the Ive’s Quartet concert, we have been short on submissions for a couple of years. He asked us whether we should have just one composer’s concert.   Joanne and others felt that the first concert, i.e. the upcoming February concert, was scheduled too early in the year after the holidays.  This, along with the deadline coming right after the quartet deadline, accounted for the weak submission turnout. If we were to give up one of these concerts, John recommended maintaining the Palo Alto location where we have already established a presence and giving up the free church concert.  Apparently the turnout for the latter was disappointing last year.  We don’t have a following in that area. Herb noted that it takes time to create a following in a new area and that the Church itself had not done a stellar job in advertising the last concert there and is working on improving their promotion.

Herb also asked us to reconsider the way we program concerts with ‘special’ instruments, such as the guitar, or harp or percussion.  Most of us feel that the workshops are helpful, but we don’t always get enough pieces to fill a whole evening for the one instrument. Herb suggested adding a ‘special’ instrument to one of our CPE concerts, with or without a workshop prior to the concert.  Joanne and others agreed that this would probably suit our composing habits better than trying to fill up a whole concert with a new instrument. It was noted that at the guitar concert, where we included the flute to give people more options, some of the pieces turned out to be flute pieces with guitar accompaniment. We also discussed the possibility of having workshops for special instruments just for their own sake and interest of our composers without any concert attached.

The discussions ended roughly at 9:45. 

Respectfully submitted,

Joanne D. Carey

Secretary of NACUSAsf

